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THE 50™ REUNION
By Buddy Arakelian

I have been to all seven reunions of the Frétigh Class of
1958. We've had some terrific reunions, but th® Bas been the best
by far. The reunion committee has been on a migkietast five
years to make the 8@he best reunion ever. We have told classmates
in our newsletters that we were going all out ds teunion.

We tried to make a statement by sending @lassy invitation.
We offered a golf tournament for the first time. \A&ked Grand
Occasions to prepare a meal for us before we madenal dinner
selection. We added omelet stations to our brunishréunion. We
asked classmate John Lawson if he would open ohisof
warehouses to display his classic cars. He didjtamds like going
to a first class auto show. We arranged a guideddbFresno High.
We wanted to have the best display posters we'ee lead. We
wanted name tags with print big enough to readiteename.

We hired a decorator to work with us to mtilebanquet room
at the dinner something that classmates wouldlkimgeabout for
years to come. Let me tell you something — everylmdthe reunion
committee knew what the decorations were goingetdoat when
each of us walked into that room on the evenin§agtember 20 we
all felt the same feeling of personal satisfactivat we had done our
very best.

We had the biggest reunion turnout ever. \Atk 195 registered
for the brunch compared with 122 at ouf"48/e had 286 registered
at the dinner compared with 176 at th& 4bhere were a few no-
shows at each. We had 33 registered for the gothtoment and 31
played.

Classmates came from Hawaii, California, @reg/Vashington,
Idaho, Arizona, Nevada, Colorado, New Mexico, Arsas) Texas,

Michigan, Minnesota, Virginia, Georgia, South
=i Carolina and Florida.
A ) Many classmates were coming to their first
reunion ever. We are at a time in our lives
where it is a thrill not just seeing old friends,
but meeting classmates we never knew in high
school. We are all part of a unique fellowship:
the Fresno ngh Class of 1958. On September 20olectively
found our hearts returning "Fresno High to thee."

The reunion committee will be meeting agaiarsdNe will be
discussing ideas for what we will do next. We htips those who
enjoyed this reunion will encourage classmates mtssed this
reunion to consider coming to the next. Whatevede@de on, you
can be assured that we are committed to quality

CLASS REUNIONS
By Cathy “Vernie” Morison Rehart

Years ago, | remember happening upon a ghapd of the 10th
reunion of the Fresno High School Class of 189%éarchives of
the Fresno Historical Society. | was employed tlerhat time and

both the archivist and the curator were searctongliotos for
Fresno High’s 100th anniversary book. | happendgkto the
archives that day and so was privy to their furjgmi

Archivist Maria Ortiz and Curator Sharonddil let me watch
the proceedings and | remember that 10th reuniotogimping out
at me because, in it, my extremely shy grandmatlzer sitting at a
table with her classmates looking very animated\avacious—not
her usual demeanor. | wish | had gotten a coghi@photo—it
wasn'’t used in the book—because it illustratedetsegence of what a
reunion is all about. Those gathered around thetéles in a Fresno
restaurant (there were 25 in her class) were emjogikind of
fellowship that cannot be found anywhere else. flieadships
formed in one’s early years grow into life-longefdships that
become infinitely precious. These are the friendh whom one has
a history...these are the friends who truly know anderstand
you...these are the friends who love you despite Yaulits...these
are the friends to treasure forever.

In my grandma’s case, these were the frishdswas so
comfortable with her shyness disappeared. In fireisence, her
warm and very funny sense of humor could be sh@#tkerwise, it
was only her family who saw that gift.

That's what | brought home from our 50thmiemn...the hugs
and kisses from lifelong friends who mean more &than anyone in
this world outside my family...the visiting, the lzhigg, the sharing,
the memories...the chance to have one day when tldorget that |
was 68 and be 18 again...where else can that happen?

The beautifully decorated dining room, tleed food, the music
from our era—all these were important components®fveekend
and, for these, the committee is due great thamkthéir hard work.
They truly made our 50th reunion a very special one

But, the memory that stands
uppermost in my mind—the one | will
carry with me forever—is sitting with
my Heaton buddies for a photo and
realizing our friendships have stood
the test of time for 63 years. Tears fill
my eyes as | think about this now.
These moments are what reunions are
all about. | had a wonderful time at our 50th;uistryou did, too!

Ed Burke trio entertained at dinner



50 AND COUNTING
By Rich Ballow

| looked down at his nametag, but coulduitejread it, so | just
smiled and said, “It's good to see you again—irt fég good to see
anyone again after fifty years.” He had a sligistiange look on his
face for a split second, then he nodded and repf¥ezhh, good to
see you” as he moved on over to the line for pagurMy wife, Galil,
tugged on my sleeve and under her breath said,leegive you a
clue—your classmates wear name tags with their siétjool pictures
on them. That guy has no picture and was not im gtass! You've
never seen him before in your whole life!”

Well the 50 year reunion committee outdid themselves, right
down to the smallest detail as they turned thisscte '58 gathering
into a reality. They even enlarged the letteringtte nametags for
easier identification. The trouble is, for me ¢ad those names, they
would require letters that would rival in size tH® DIVING signs
that hang on the fences of hotel swimming poolsweler everyone
was so helpful with most saying “Oh Hi, I'm So &-Salo you
remember me?” which would have been a save forxoepe that my
hearing has gone south about as far as my eye sight
So, for the most part, | was acting like a forerssttst, trying to
mentally advance the age of classmate suspects$ abgears. That
was tough and | made more mistakes. But | musttsag were
some who had hardly changed at all sucas, Tom, Jimand
Judy—they were like landmarks in a sea of makeoversiteQovely
makeovers that is!

The tables were smartly decorated; the esastittks were
impressive. The band, in their black tuxes, playezht old tunes; a
little do wop and the likes of “Unchained Melodyiat conjured up
romantic memories of the past. | couldn’t help think of the kids
today and their ‘music.” Will they ever have tharm and fuzzy
feeling of nostalgia when they get together somedaylittle rap and
acid rock?

| stopped by the memorial board to reflectd time about those
classmates who are no longer with us. Just reabd&ignames and
looking at their senior pictures brought back tohoev vibrant they
were in life and how close many of them were to nséarting in
elementary school and continuing for the followit®yyears. These
friends, now gone, are testimony that our liveg ‘@awvapor that
appears for a little while and then vanishes.” dadt14. That
thought inspires me to appreciate each day as.aAyifd as someone
once said, “We should dance as though no one wihing and sing
as though no one was listening.”

Well this gathering was a class act an@stdoAnn, Lyn,

Buddy and all of you who set the stage for such a finmt¢h and
lovely evening of food, music and old friends.whs good to see
each one of you this weekend in September.

The winning team. Ed Davies, Donna Pedroncelpd;iiSusie
Martin and Mr. Pat Cobb Veatch, Jack

JAMES’ JABBER
GOLDEN AT GRAND OCCASIONS
By James Palmer

Who could ask for a more enjoyable event than we
experienced? Let's each give thanks to membeosiofeunion
committee. Their countless hours provided a goklemt for us.

To have three hours with each individual lddae nice but
simply impossible. You must spend a little timehn@ach and move
on. | was shaking hands and looking for a nametguiny it would
"ring a bell" now and then. There are many reasonse don't
attend reunionsBob Knott has a legitimate excuse; he lives in
Carrumbin, Australia, approximately 15,000 milesnfrFresno. In an
email to me he requested that | say "hello” tondden | saw them.

Thursday evening a few of us met at thedldly Inn bar. It
was ice tea instead of Long Island Tea for Bi#.McElroy , his wife
Maggie,JoAnn Woodward, Pat Cobb Veatch, Sidney Berrymy
wife Judith and | had a good time.

The golf tournament took place on Frid#iyn
Maloney andDonna Pedroncelli Firpohandled this
and deserve the credit. The husband and wife team
of Jim Monteverde and Sarah took honors for the
woman’s drive closest to the third tee and the man’
drive closest to the seventeenth tee. The winning
team, with a score of 69, wisl Davies, Donna
Pedroncelll Firpo, Susie Martinand Jack Veatch, husbandRxt
Cobb Veatch A barbeque was held afterwards.

Brunch was held on Saturday morning. Thany favorite event
only because there were fewer people, more tinceneerse with
each one and a casual feeling. | haven't de&n Rickert since the
20" reunion, guess | will have to wait for the nexéetbefore | run
into again. As the group dwindled down about ncim
"Mahoney" and | had a nice conversation. Memaoiddeaton,
playing street ball, his grandmother’s peanut lbiigemmiches",
Earl’s cars, the houses we lived in and more wemgmiscent. Oh
yes, | appreciate the compliments about "Jabber"Blitook
JoAnn’s persistence and editing to keep it afloat.

Dinner was held Saturday evening. Someaoiesvia good
catering service; the meal was excellent. The eamifabulous in
my book, they were not a loud blaring group, arayetl good songs
with lots of talent. Dale Zanovichtold me he hired the same group
once at his club. It was good to s€&$" Gary Gostanian win the
raffle for the large autographed photoJoh Maloney andDick
Ellsworth. He was the manager of the 1958 baseball team and
deserved it. He also provided some 1955 Washin@tarion
yearbooks. Thanks Gus, for taking the time to da.th.et’s all keep
in touch with some friends; a reunion is like gbrea bonding
agent. Never will | forget this event. It was ea@d Occasion.

Johnny Russell'sopening words at the Grand Ole Opry were
always, "Can everybody see me"? He was a westesicmu
celebrity for decades and deserves recognitiord Bess
you Johnny.

REUNION COMMENTS

There were so many comments from our classmatés tha
should be heard by all. It was a wonderful celgbnafor a
milestone that is as important as those first ddygaduation.
These are for sharing:

| had a great time talking to our classmates ateéhaion. Looking
forward to our next one. Maybe we will find moost classmates by
then. Ron Craven 1* reunion attended.

The committee is the “glue” that has held us togettThis is the
most enjoyable event | have attended so James Palmer



It was a grand occasion...kudos to you and theesotimmittee for
an outstanding job. | look forward again to th&trane and will
make plans to also attend the brunch, which wendtdlo this time.
Big mistake Jo Sherman Margherita

| wanted to congratulate the wonderful job thatrgeee did for our
reunion. It really turned out spectacular. LynAdo,
Janice, and Grace were like little whirlwinds. Téner
was nothing that needed improvement. From the
planning of the golf tournament to the conclusién o
the beautiful evening we all enjoyed, it was GREAT!
Gari Schneider Cave

Thanks to you and all the committee for all yourdhaork as well as
the time spent making the night FABULOUS! Everpthivas so
well planned. The evening, as well as the othen®syean so
smoothly and | commend you all for a very profesaigob that was
very well done. God Bless you alEdna Andersongave us some
information that might help locat®orothy Reynolds Thanks
again! Donna Farris Gaither.

We had a great time at the reunion. My congraioatito the
reunion committee. Everything done was first
class. | know all you were very tired after
working so hard to please your classmates. It i
takes special people, who are willing, to put in _f_. o
the necessary work to make such an eventa
success. We really enjoyed playing golf with
Jim and Lyn. They kept calling me Billy as thatswahat | was
called during my elementary and junior high dayseyrare both
wonderful people Bill McElroy

Congratulations on the great job you and the cotemiid to
make our 50th so special. Everything was done pityfefrom the
schedule to the food and decorations...posterse hags, FHS
tour, details etc. Most important, of course, waeiisg SO many
that had missed previous reunions....the friendsmgmories and
the common bond that tied us as a class. One G=HHY

Please extend our congratulations to Lyn, Gracen@pJim and
all those who played such a major role in the oueof our
reunion. Arlene Mazgedian Cartozian

It was a great brunch and a wonderful turnoutnd. @ always you
and your staff of co-workers did a magnificent jdy brother and |
had a great time and thank all of you very muclod Gless you
always. Dan Baker

Thanks for all your work. This was the best reunjen | can't wait
for the next one. Somehow | seemed to be abledbwith more
people this time rather than just sticking with tbil familiars."
Bob Calderwood

Thanks for all your hard and dedicated work to mttee5@d" reunion
such a wonderful experience and success. Pleaseycary
appreciation to Lyn, Buddy and the reunion teanddudid a great
job leading and expressing the character and un&gseof our class.
It was amazing how well everyone looked. I'm loakiiorward to
getting the book of pictures. Thanks for some gneatnories and
reconnection experiences. Saturday was a grearthpne that will
be long thought abouted Newton

The reunion was great. Every one seemed to hgoedtime. |

was glad that | was able to be part of it. | hddratime trying to

find all the lost class mates. It brought backtaoF good memories.

I hope that we can still find the rest of themet Ime know if you got
any feed back on the ones still lost. Keep inhoand thanks, again.
Loretta Carter Worobey

Thanks sooooo much for coordinating our 50th reainigou and
your staff of volunteers did an outstanding jobeThole thing was
well organized, well presented, the food was vergdyand attractive
on our plates and the music was tremendous. My anfl | worked

- with the youth in our church for over 25 years
and organized a lot of activities. In order foe th
reunion to turn out as it did, we know you guys
spent countless hours and a lot of energy to
accomplish these resultért Dunn

I'm sure you are very tired after all you did to
make that reunion as special as it turned out toAlleof us gals had
an absolutely wonderful time. What a treat, esgcihen it was
transformed from morning to night. The decoratiorese awesome
and it was very well planned out. Please give st o all who
made that day so special. |, for one, shall néget. Marilyn
Hare Middaugh

What a wonderful weekend. Thanks so much foraiwork....and
yes, it was lots of work by you and your grand cattea. You did
think of everything, down to the last detail. Agathanks to you and
the committee that planned it all. | would not havissed the 50
reunion. Now looking forward to the next oneat Cobb Veatch

| just wanted to thank you for the great job that yand your
committee did on the Fresno High Reunion. Bothhmgband and |
enjoyed ourselves. Thanks agaBusan Schoenburg Loustalet

It was a wonderful experience. The entire commidlielea fantastic
job of putting it all together. | have been toyalfew of the
reunions but this one was by far the best. Igasinot say enough
good things about Buddy and Lyn and everyone else put so
much time and energy into planning this evelninda Gamlin Beer

1
Janice MacDonald Martin and Don Mossette with thesE

memorabilia raffle prize.




NO LONGER LOST....

Since our last newsletter and because we werese tb our 59
reunion,Loretta Carter Worobey andMickey Badiali Vermon
were given the task of cleaning up our lost \gell, they did an
outstanding job by finding over 70 in a four mop#riod. Here is
the list.

Dean Adams, Judith Adams, Jackie Alston, Barbara Bews,
George “Bill” Bence, Sidne Berry Leith, Gerald Birdsell, Sharon
Bolster Klocksleben, Joan Boyd James, Marie Brink Mrshall,
Sandra “Sandy” Burger Herron, Barbara Campbell Koolery,
Margaret Cary Foster, Wayne Chapman, Catherine Coog-isher,
George “Bill” Couchman, Marie Craig Morrison, Judit h Deck
Turner, Gail Doll lannucci, Sandra Fey Smith, Roni@a Fiske
Smith, Robert Fluter, John Forseth, Gretchen GonseMorse,
Donald Good, Rosemary Grenfell, Gerard Guenot, Jane
Guwillian, Elden Heinrichs, DuWayne Hintz, Ronald Hag,
Vincent James, Margaret Johnston, Dick Jury, Paul Kee, Judy
LaFeber Noakes, David Lemon, Lawrence Leos, Rhondaobo
Roman, Richard Loya, Deanna Luca Walters, Jim Masin
Charlyn Mitchell Brown, William Murphy, James Negus, Larry
Nehring, Steve Nicola, Alan Oakes, Eugene Ohman, do
Parreant, Evelyn Persch Holliman, Richard Phelan, 8e Pizzio
Foster, Chuck Polley, Frank Quatraro, Elizabeth Relly Ansnes,
Lloyd Repp, Zachary “Zac” Reynolds, Leah Rieber Frewald,
Charles Rubey, Joseph Russell, Richard Saaf, Judith
Schiebelhut, Fred Showalter, Leland Stephenson, Jitth Sturges
Snyder, Dale Traylor, Daryl Tufts, Clemens Van Bueden, Peter
Van Gelder, Linda Wagner Jones, Virginia Waldron Cauch,
Irene Wetbeck Dowell, Melinda Whyte Natale, Wanda Wilhelm
Cox, Wynona Wilhelm Weaver.

NEW TO OUR LOST LIST.....
Mary Hanson

WE'VE HEARD FROM:

A lot of communication from classmates came in befour
reunion, but still showed the connection so manxetta our
class, whether they were planning on attendingobable to
make the celebrations.

My book is finally here. It is entitled “A New Sgrfor Marcia”, and
it is the story of my life including the testimonymy healing. Itis

available at www.beinhealth.coumder the bookstore and books by

other authors. Itis also listed on www.amazon.cofou can see a
picture of the cover on both websites. | am logkiorward to the
reunion. Marcia Fisher

| read the newsletters cover to cover with happynorges. All best
wishes to you and fellow classmatd®atsy Merris Brayman

Thank you all for taking the time and effort todkame down. |
hadn't thought of FHS in many years. Left townatd travel the
world and essentially never returned. Surfed themi Web Site
and enjoyed trying to put names, faces, and mestogether.
Unlikely that | will make the 50th reunion, but Wénjoy reading the
newsletters. Best regards -- and a Square Dangk Bavid Lemon

Thanks for all that the committee has done. Lookarg/ard to
seeing everyone in Septembeételen Nordeman Ford

Thanks for the newsletter. | enjoy it very muchm lboking forward
to the reunionBarbara Wilkinson Thomas.

| still see a lot of pals from FHS €arol Emerzian Portman,
Arlene Mazgedian Cartozian,andJoyce Sheppard Markarian--
even though we all live in different cities. Loogiforward to the
reunion. Charlotte Maranian Fanucchi

Thanks for all the newsletter committee does tpkeeso well
informed. All of the articles in the newsletter weso encouraging
with respect to the reunion. | plan to contact sevhe have not
attended in the past and "light a fire" under th8ee you in
September Pat Rossi delaMontanya

Thanks so much for the great newsletters. As eaahpasses by, |
realize what a blessing it was to have attendetl an@awesome high
school and be part of such an exceptional erdanThe 50s high
school memories, the music and the friendships adeane
immeasurable. | do so look forward to our 50th renrand seeing
old friends. Again, many thanks and see you in &aper. Sharron
Roth White

| enjoyed receiving The Owlette Dispatch. My thatkshe reunion
committee who have worked so hard to keep alivesgiirt of '58.
Don Reynolds

| look forward to receiving our newsletter and esaky when it
contains notes from classmates. | smiled for @ddigs seeing the
picture of the Lunch Bunch ladies, the memories gasne flooding
back. | am so sorry not to be able to make thaeicguthis year, but
we traveled to China for the Olympics and the ide&vo trips in
three weeks is beyond conceivable. | do hope Jidage a
wonderful time and remember me fondjeggy Sue Clark Arnold

Barbara and | are looking forward to the next saveronths of
beautiful weather here in northern Idaho-a spextedsure to us
since we moved out of the wood where we alwaysthagdompany
of mosquitoes every time we went to our backyadtidre, next to the
golf course, no mosquitoes; it's great. See yabut 4 months.
Jerry Boggs

Roger Threlkeld, Janice Kellogg Beyer, Bonnie RBsght-Mahan
and Peggy Duggan Culp at the omelet table

Notification
Please notify someone on the reunion board of hapges to
your personal information. Updates on changestieet
address, email address, phone number or nameeeitl the
FHS Class of '58 database in tip-top shape.
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Tamara Koerner Beeler and Jim Shekoyan

Janice Portere Vandergrift, Eric Vandergrift, Bllarstens, Penny
Carstens, Tom Marsella and Jamie Aynesworth abtiffet table.

MEMORY BOOK ORDER

There is still time to order a memory boolaiu did not
do so when you sent in your bio and/or reservétorthe
reunion. But, if you intend to order a memory koib must
be done quickly as it will soon go to press. A&dhcan be
made out to Fresno High Class of '58 for $25 andeddo
Buddy Arakelian, 529 W. Scott Avenue, Fresno, CX®R

ORDERING A REUNION DVD

The reunion photographer has a DVD availabkdlo
single photos and candid shots taken during bramchdinner
events. If you are interested in ordering, it3% $ind a check
can be made to Memory Photos by Frank Telaro anlgant
366 E. Avante, Fresno, CA 93720. If you attendedavents,
you can also order separate photos in additiohgdd®D.

Mr. Telaro’s phone number is 559-434-8099.

Carolee Petersen Sterling, Ede Browning Haung<ammha
McGuy Eschback



Teacher Tony Petrosino and Buddy Arakelian at

Chris and Bob Opple having fun on the dance floor brunch

Carl Peterson and Wallace Taylor taught our classes Bill Carstens and Jim Shields at the check in &ble
and were guests at brunch

Tamara Koerner ler and Chuck Harmon looking Dick Baskin, Jan Charshaf Kelley andddy
atone of the many photo boards on display Arakelian at John Lawson’s car exhibit



Jean Schilling Ellsworth, Rosemary Albright Rabe,
Lyn Darby Maloney and Dick Ellsworth

Helen Nordeman Ford and Janice MacDonald
Martin at dinner

Gari Schneider Cave, Pat Archuleta Chahal, Grace Sharon Roth White and Charlotte Maranian
Masuda, Julie Caglia Rocha, Loretta Carter Fanucchi...is that really you?
Worobey and Connie Flores Reisbick

Norma Rose Day, Olga Ermoian Sahouhan and
Gloria Goodman Shitanishi enjoying friendships at
dinner

Connie Spencer Klaudt and Barbara Talbert
Rainville



Fresno High Class of ‘58
C/O Buddy Arakelian
529 W. Scott Avenue
Fresno, CA 93704

Forward Address Requested

Reunion Board MemberBuddy Arakelian, Co-chairperson.
Reach him amrcentralv@sbcglobal.ng529 W. Scott Avenue,
Fresno, CA 93704, 559-229-0850yn Darby Maloney, Co-
chairperson. Reach herlgtmaloney46@aol.con¥027 N.
Teilman, #102, Fresno, CA 93711, 559-439-75H Charshaf
Kelley, 4janicekelley/@sbcglobal.ne59-439-5272 Brent
Graham, blg@wildblue.net10103 Excelsior Avenue, Hanford, CA
93230, 559-582-7603 Vernie Morison Rehart,
Fresno.gal@hotmail.com 3864 S. Pompei Dr., Oregon City, OR
97045 Pat Scheidt Austin pat-austin@comcast.ne?500 E. Menlo
Avenue, Fresno, CA 93710, 559-299-844®Ann D'’Ambrosio
Woodward, ja_woodward@hotmail.con851 Baron Avenue,
Clovis, CA 93612, 559-298-9296.

Lost Alumni Committee Pat Feliz Bandonj 4830 E. Harvard,
Fresno, CA 9372(Reggy Duggan CulpMickey Badiali Vermon,
badmon@hotmail.corandJoAnn D’Ambrosio Woodward.

Newsletter committeé/ernie Morison Rehart, co-editor,

Fresno.gal@hotmail.comJoAnn D’Ambrosio Woodward, co-
editor,ja_woodward@hotmail.conGGrace Masuda
masutani@earthlink.nemMickey Badiali Vermon,
badmon@hotmail.com

Time Capsule CommitteePat Scheidt Austin,Pat-
austin@comcast.ned59-299-8446.

Junior High Committees

Jan Charshaf Kelley,559-439-5272, andames Palmer
Jjf5864@yahoo.conb59-233-7596, for Washington Jr. HigtPat
Rossi de la Montanya 559-591-5525delamontanya@sbcglobal.net
for Fort Miller Jr. High




