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The Chairman’s 

Corner 
By Jack Fowler 
Class of 1952 

In September 1889, Fresno High 
School became a reality with fifty 
students and three teachers.  That 
was over 120 years ago.  In the 
year 2000, The Fresno High 
Alumni Association was formed by 
former Principal Bob Reyes under 
the leadership of then Assistant 
Principal Kim Mecum.  We thank 
the Alumni for faithfully 
contributing the last twelve years.  
The FHS Alumni would not have 
happened without the commitment 
of the Alumni Board over the past 
years.  The board has had a few 
changes since it started but there 
have been outstanding people 
who contribute lots of time and 
effort to make sure the All-Alumni 
May dinner, the Wall of 
Champions October dinner, the 
Fresno High Alumni website and 
the Warrior Echo newsletter are 
successful. This space is not large 
enough to pay thanks to all who 
have been involved, but the 
current committee, which spans 
the graduating years of 1936 
through 2008, needs to be 
recognized for doing what they do.  
When you see them, give them 
your thanks for doing what they do 
to support Fresno High and its 
students and teachers.  

And now it’s your turn!!  If you 
are not currently supporting the 
FHS Alumni it means you are not 
helping continue the traditions of 
our glorious school.  The students 
and teachers need the support 
you can give by your membership 
to help link the current students 
with our historical past and 

continue that dedication into the 
future just as we have.  Since it is 
your membership in the 
Association which provides most 
of the money and allows us to 
give $10,000 to $15,000 each 
year to the school and student 
programs, we need a commitment 
from you in order to continue what 
we do.  Become a member today 
by filling out the membership 
application you find with this 
newsletter.  The best deal going is 
to join at the Chief level with $100 
membership which gives you a 
free dinner to the All-Alumni 
dinner in May.  

Attendance at our dinners helps to 
meet our goals for student grants 
and since our costs have gone up 
ten fold with City regulations, that 
attendance is greatly needed.  
Use the enclosed form to reserve 
your space for the dinner.  Our 
main goal and mission is to keep 
the Warrior Nation alive and well.  
Go Warriors; we are proud to be a 
Warrior.  Thank you for your 
support.   

Principal’s Message 
By Dr. Adrian Palazuelos 

Greetings from Fresno High 
School….the School of 
Champions!  We truly value our 
relationship with alumni and thank 
you for supporting your ―future 
alumni‖ in the form of mini-grants 
to support campus activities, 
programs, and sports.  Mini-grants 
enable us to continue to enhance 
our existing programs and 
increase student involvement in 
our school.  The students and 
staff of your campus appreciate 
your strong support and 
advocacy!   

We are THE School of 
Champions - Valley Champions!  
I am pleased to inform you that 
our Boy‘s Soccer team has 
captured the Division III Valley 
Championship.  The Warrior 
faithful travelled to Porterville and 
braved the cold to cheer on our 
boys as they marched into the 
history books by capturing the title 
for our beloved campus.  
Congratulations to Head Coach 
Joe Espinoza and Assistant 
Coaches Sarkis ―Sako‖ Barbarian 
and Hugo Caballero for their work 
in creating our Valley Champions.  

Planned Construction:  The 
Fresno Unified School District 
Board of Trustees will be 
reviewing the preliminary plans for 
the construction of a new 
administration and library building 
at Fresno High School.  The 
planned construction includes ten 
(10) classrooms buildings to be 
housed in the second story of 
each building providing our 
campus with the ability to 
eliminate portable classroom 
buildings.  In addition, upon 
completion of the new 
construction the current 
administration and library 
buildings will be demolished and 
provide an unobstructed view of 
Royce Hall.  We are working with 
the professional firm of TAM CZ 
Architects who have gone over 
and above to learn about Fresno 
High School‘s history and bright 
future.  The funding for the 
planned construction will involve 
the use of Measure Q Bond and 
Overcrowding Relief Grant (ORG) 
resources pending FUSD 
approval of the preliminary plans 
with work starting as soon as Fall 
2011. 
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Naming Process for the Fresno 
High School Pool:  The Fresno 
Unified School District created an 
online recommendation process 
for the public to provide input on 
the naming of the pool on our 
campus.  The online portal closed 
on March 4

th
, 2011 with all 

recommendations currently being 
assembled and prepared for 
review by the Fresno High School 
Site Council.  The council is 
comprised of parents, teachers, 
school staff, and students who 
have been elected to represent 
each of the groups.  Upon the 
completion of the review process 
all viable recommendations will be 
forwarded to the Fresno Unified 
School District Board of Trustees 
for final approval.  Thank you in 
advance for your patience and 
understanding throughout this 
process. 

I am looking forward to the All-
Alumni Dinner on Saturday, May 
7, 2011 to thank you in person for 
all that you do for Fresno High 
School.  We will continue to make 
a difference for the students of 
Fresno High School because of 
alumni like you. 

Proud to be a Warrior!   

Winning Warriors 
By Major Rodgers 

There was a time, many moons 
ago--many many moons, all 
Warrior athletic programs 
displayed dominance in 
competition, across the board.  By 
the mid-eighties winning programs 
were sporadic or non-existent at 
the school. The year of 1987, my 
junior year at Fresno High, was 
one of those years where we still 
had a breath of competition in our 
athletic programs, and a reminisce 
of decades past. Jerry Urzua had 
won the Valley Championship as 
a member of a talented wrestling 
team. Jerry was the first wrestling 
Champion at the school in close to 
a decade, and the last the school 
has known. Our baseball team, 
led by a future Major League 
pitcher named Bobby Jones, beat 
a favored Redwood High team on 

their home turf in Visalia. Several 
from the team went on to compete 
collegiately in the sport, and 
Bobby pitched in a World Series, 
and is the last Warrior to appear in 
The Show.  

For me, as a water polo player, it 
was the year we beat Clovis West, 
something never done before or 
since, and we did it in their pool. 
Fresno‘s polo team had lost our 
Blue Chip athlete the year before, 
the only All American in program 
history, Julian Bailey. He went on 
to win three National 
Championships at Cal Berkeley, 
along with another All American 
award. Our FHS team in 1987 
was not expected to be the same 
caliber as the ‗86 team. In ‗86 we 
appeared in a competitive Valley 
Playoff tournament, placing a 
respected 4th, which is the 
highest placement in program 
history. However the ‘87 team was 
led by a talented Senior named 
Wes Threlkeld, and we captured 
victories against Clovis and 
Bullard. The team also included 
Kristin Clague, our sole female 
teammate, as girls water polo was 
nonexistent.  

We went on to beat The Golden 
Eagles by 2, and put the West 
crowd of 300-plus supporters into 
a state of shock, a Victory that still 
lies fresh in the Clovis West‘s 
coach‘s mind today. Wes and I 
went on to play polo for the 
nationally ranked Fresno State 
Bulldogs, Kristen went on to swim 
for Yale, and three others on the 
team continued on at area Junior 
Colleges. 

Truth be told, I don‘t know if there 
was magic in any of the named 
teams, and athletes of 1987. I 
think we all just had a pride about 
ourselves. We were willing to work 
hard, and had strong support 
within our programs. In short, we 
had heart. The important thing to 
remember as alum of Fresno High 
is even today, our athletic teams, 
who may not have winning 
traditions, are filled with young 
athletes with this same heart. 
However, if these student-athletes 

are not given all the support 
needed to foster winning habits, 
the school‘s athletic squads will 
perform in sub-par fashion. We 
need to take an interest in 
performance and make sure those 
who represent FHS are given 
everything needed to do so 
properly. As a pride arises in 
athletics, so will it within the 
school—and as we wake the 
echoes of voices past, we can 
take a step forward and once 
again taste victory within the 
School of Champions.   
 

 
(The class of ‗88 at its 20 year 
reunion.) 

FHS Class of 1960 
Celebrates 50 Years 

By Jackie Boyajian 

October 22, 23, & 24, 2010 was a 
huge weekend for the Class of 
1960.  We celebrated in a big way 
– 50 years since leaving our 
beautiful school.  We were so 
lucky to have grown up in 
probably the most perfect era of 
the last century.  We weren‘t any 
different from other teenagers – 
there was angst and trauma, but 
looking back now – truly slower 
and rather sweet.  Which is why 
our weekend together again was 
pretty special.   

The planning committee started 
planning more than a year in 
advance and worked so hard to 
make it a fun weekend of 
renewing friendships.  It was a 
chance to catch up with 
classmates that maybe had not 
seen each other since graduation.  
It seems that when you have 
reached that milestone time, it‘s 
time to return and share as many 



memories as possible in a short 
time.  Boy – did they return and 
share – many hugs – many laughs 
– many stories and much love. 

We started off the weekend with 
our Friday night, Classmates Only 
event.  It turns out that many did 
bring spouses, especially if they 
were coming from out of town.  
We had an old fashioned photo 
booth set up.  Just by looking at 
the pictures – a lot of fun was had 
in that booth.  Seems that took us 
back in time of going to the Fair 
and seeing how many we could 
jam into one of those booths.  
There was great food – and a 
special wine station set up that 
was donated by one of our 
classmates – thanks for that! 

Saturday was started off with a 
tour of Fresno High.  How they 
loved going back to the Warrior 
Waldorf and spending time in the 
beautiful Royce Hall.  The FHS 
Alumni Association set up a great 
tour – we appreciate their time 
and efforts.  Our big event on 
Saturday evening seems to me to 
have been magical.  When the 
event takes more than a year of 
planning, and when it all comes to 
be – and everyone seems so 
happy to once again be able to 
spend an evening together – that 
feeling is so special.  Everyone on 
the committee had their own job to 
do and it just all came together on 
that evening and seems to have 
exploded into a burst of stars of 
magic.  It is especially wonderful 
when you come together after 50 
years and love spending time with 
classmates that you maybe did 
not spend a lot of time together in 
1960, but wow – you all shared a 
special time then and again now.  
At every reunion, I personally 
always make new friends.  
Friends with people that maybe I 
didn‘t really know well while in 
school, but enjoy so much now, 
and want to spend more time with.  
We had a special visit from the 
FHS Band – we sang the Fight 
Song and the Alma Mater and we 
all had tears in our eyes.  It was 
our one emotional moment that 
was shared together by one and 

all.  Then we were all back to 
laughing and visiting.  We had a 
fun live auction and a raffle.  We 
gave out great gifts or fun items of 
school memorabilia. 

 

Sunday morning many of us met 
again for breakfast.  It was our 
final morning of farewells and 
sharing of memories.  What fun 
that was.  All in all – the 
accommodations and food were 
GREAT – but NOTHING was as 
good as being together again with 
people that meant something to 
each of us in different ways in 
1960    and so much more in 
2010.  

Our Missions 
By JoAnn D’Ambrosio Woodward 

Class of 1958 

As an association that was formed 
12 years ago, we are often asked 
what we do and why we do it.  It‘s 
always such a pleasure to 
announce the mission we all hold 
dear and near to our hearts.  First, 
like most of you, our hearts belong 
to Fresno High School, second we 
love the kids who attend Fresno 
High and hope they leave the 
campus with the same feelings we 
have all left with and third, to be 
able to provide an enriched 
educational experience to current 
students.   

Fresno High was born on the third 
floor of Emerson elementary on K 
Street located in downtown 
Fresno 122 years ago.  Due to 
construction problems in the first 
few weeks, the 50 students and 
three teachers were moved to the 
First Congregational Church until 
a permanent school was built in 
1896.  

As an organization, we are so 
proud to connect the present 

students with the past and to help 
define the future of so many who 
attend today.  Besides the 
$10,000 to $15,000 we give to the 
students through grant requests 
occurring throughout the school 
year, there are other areas in 
which we enrich the alumni of 
FHS.   

Each of the past four years, during 
the inducting of several past 
athletes into the Fresno High Wall 
of Champions, we support at least 
50 current students to enjoy the 
evening and connect with the past 
athletes in their fields of endeavor.  
This is generally at a cost of about 
$1,300 each year.   

We also support Fresno High 
reunions that are organized each 
year.  Besides the support of 
―What do we do, how do we start, 
where do we go,‖ we offer our 
services at each reunion when 
needed.  We will sit at registration 
tables so the class hosts can 
enjoy the evening with their 
classmates. 

(This is Bobbi Schorling, 1961 and 
JoAnn D‘Ambrosio Woodward, 
1958 helping at the class of 1960, 
50th reunion in the photo.) 

 

We will work at raffle tables or 
wherever our help can fill a spot 
for perfect evenings of old friends, 
special memories and exciting 
activities.  When a class wants to 
meet at Fresno High so they can 
once again enjoy Royce Hall, we 
will provide support along with a 
current FHS club or group. If you 
are planning a reunion and you 
think we can be of help, please let 
us know by contacting us through 
our website or through the Fresno 
High office.  We will do what we 
can to help you have a successful 
event.  



What a Great Time We 
Had 

By Sharon Henryson Haverty 
Class of 1955 

I can hardly believe that five 
months have passed since our 
55

th
 reunion in October 2010.  

What a great time we had visiting 
non-stop for three days.  
Someone asked me if I was 
nervous and I said no, that was 
until our Saturday evening dinner 
when everyone began to take 
their seats.  I didn‘t think my 
tongue was going to work.  It had 
been five years of planning and 
then to see this incredible 
response from my classmates.  
That moment was a bit 
overwhelming for me. 

Our event took place at the Four 
Points by Sheraton and our 
catering manager Debbie Quinn 
(FHS Tribal Council President) 
bent over backwards to make sure 
everything was perfect.  Thank 
you, Debbie it was a perfect 
evening.  How could we miss 
when the Crystal Room colors 
were purple and gold?  That place 
was made for Fresno High events. 

We had over 70 people staying at 
the hotel, our very informal Friday 
night meet and greet had over 80 
people.  Our coffee on Saturday 
morning had 85 classmates; our 
dinner had 200 classmates, 
spouses and guests; and finally 
our brunch on Sunday, which I 
thought might have about 30 
people, turned into 86.  

 

 
One of the special moments was 
recognizing those who had 
traveled long distances to attend.  

Our winner was Jeri McElligott 
Egholm from Samso, Denmark.   
 
The runners up were Fred 
Bergander, Juneau, Alaska; Jane 
Tradewell Huff, Lahina, HI; David 
DeMark, Wailuku, HI; Larry 
Walters, Cabo San Lucas, Mx;  
Sandy Whyte Moore, Kihei, HI.  I 
estimated that they traveled over 
40,000 miles roundtrip to be with 
us.  We thank you for making the 
effort.  
 

 
 
My heartfelt thanks to those 20 
people on my committee who 
stood by me for five years and 
showed up faithfully to assist in 
putting out our newsletter together 
– folding, sticking on labels and 
stamps for 390 newsletters twice 
a year and volunteering for the 
jobs that make a reunion a 
success.  It certainly was our 
pleasure to put in the time for this 
reunion and our classmates.   

The Class of ‘61 … 
Still Full of It! 

By Joyce Hale (nee J. Elinor 
Conn) Class of 1961 

As the class of 1961 prepares to 
celebrate the 50

th
 anniversary of 

our walk through the Daisy Chain, 
I think the expression ―full of it‖ is 
an accurate description of us as 
individuals and as a class.  As we 
stepped on the stage of 
adulthood, we were filled with 
awe, wonder, lust, and attitude. 
What a great year!  We finished 
high school and the 43rd 
President of the United States 
was born.  Remember who you 
were that night in 1961?  How 
have you changed?  Who DID you 
become? 

In some ways, I think I‘m the 
same.   I still like to sing.  I enjoy 
reading.  Dancing is still fun.  And 
to this day, I enjoy hanging-out 
with friends.  I‘m still ‗COOL‘, at 
least to my youngest grandchild, 
but as she approaches the ‗teen‘ 
years, my ‗coolness factor‘ rapidly 
diminishes.   When the love of my 
life, (second husband) looks at me 
and smiles into my faded brown 
eyes, for a precious few minutes, I 
feel the way I did in the bloom of 
young love.  At FHS I blended 
in… I still do.  In what ways are 
you the same?  
Many of the memories I made at 
FHS have dulled and faded, 
others are crystal clear.  I 
remember that our classmate, 
Terry Miller, wore what would 
become ―Harry Potter glasses‖!  
How cool is that!   Terry sat in 
front of me in Miss Palmer‘s 
English class,  I wonder if he 
remembers me?  Miss Palmer 
made us memorize a poem and 
recite it in class.  UGH!  But I still 
remember that poem.  Today I like 
to read poetry and even attempted 
to write a poem or two over the 
years.  Miss Palmer reminded us 
day after day … ―today I‘m 
teaching, and therefore, you are 
learning‖.  I remember being in a 
teaching situation as an adult and 
using those very words.   Yes, 
Miss Palmer was teaching and I, 
perhaps inadvertently, was 
learning, building a foundation for 
what would become life-long 
pleasures.   
Mrs. Miller showed me how to see 
the humor in life and laugh at 
myself.  In class, she told us a 
very funny story of putting her 
girdle in the dryer to speed the 
drying process, and the heat 
melted the garter gismos that held 
her stockings up and by mid-first 
period, she noticed her stockings 
sagging and creeping down and 
the little rubber spots on the floor 
under her desk.  She shared this 
story with a room of high school 
kids at a time in our culture when 
underwear was indeed worn 
under your clothes and care was 
taken not to let it show, anywhere, 
at any time.  We certainly didn‘t 



talk about our teachers‘ 
underwear!   I smile today as I 
write this story and remembering 
laughing out loud in that class … 
at the expense of a great teacher.  
She taught me bookkeeping and 
life-coping skills.  Both are 
important.  I‘m sure you have your 
stories… take time to remember.  
What did you learn in the 
Hallowed Halls of Fresno High 
that still guides your life today? 
Though we are faded pictures of 
our FHS selves, the ‗growing 
pains‘ we endured painted a new 
portrait.  I‘m so different … I 
scarcely recognize myself and I 
know for sure, most of you at the 
anniversary celebration will not 
recognize me.  Life has changed 
us.  It has been fifty years of 
amazing progress and change.  In 
1961 we could not imagine what 
the next 50 years would bring to 
our life experience. Human space 
travel, space travel tragedies, 
microwave ovens, lap top 
computers, the INTERNET! (this 
still boggles my mind);  A personal 
sound system plugged into our 
ear several hours of every day;  
contact lens to correct vision and 
change the color of eyes;  medical 
transplants of human parts i.e. 
hair/heart/kidney;  reality TV 
shows,  smart phones,  streaming 
news that brings war, crime, and 
politics into our homes 24/7;  
buying a car that cost more than 
your  first house;  divorce, 
attending a funeral,  burying a 
parent, friend or child;  poverty, 
hunger, suicide, depression, 
debilitating diseases, bankruptcy, 
joblessness, homelessness; and 
the agony of an aging body.  Fifty 
years later, we‘ve seen and 
experienced so much.   The 
portrait we present as our 50

th
 

reunion draws near is a beautiful 
rich sepia tint of a life lived well.  
All that we learned at FHS from 
teachers, friends and other 
classmates has helped sustain us. 
Ramping up to attend our 50

th
 

reunion, we are past impressing 
each other, and ‗hooking up‘.  We 
are ready to connect with a past 
that we shared at FHS. The 
facades of youth, perfection, and 

self-importance are gone and we 
come to this time in our lives, bare 
faced, comfortable with who we 
have become, recognizing we are 
‗gently aging WARRIORS‘, but still 
WARRIORS bound together by 
our common and uncommon 
experiences at FHS.   

My prayer is that as individuals 
and as a class, we are still ‗full of 
IT‘ and more.  The IT being 
wisdom, health, and riches in 
things that matter, and more 
compassionate, more generous, 
and more thoughtful.  We are 
BETTER WARRIORS, than we 
were that night in 1961. Therefore 
with pride we can still wrap our 
arms around each other and with 
attitude befitting a 50

th
 

anniversary, we sing in one voice 
…  HAIL TO FRESNO HIGH … 
Oh yeah, we‘ve still got IT and we 
are full of IT!   WARRIOR PRIDE!   

Joyce Hale (Elinor Conn) 
559.977-3139  cell 
559.924-1220   home 
Hale-o1032@sbcglobal.net 

12
th

 Annual All 
Alumni Dinner 

The 12
th
 annual all-alumni dinner 

will be held in front of Fresno High 
school on Saturday, May 7 at 5:00 
PM.  As in years past, we will 
have a short program and then be 
able to enjoy a quiet dinner 
catered by Gary Lanfranco from 
Cosmopolitan restaurant.  Dinner 
will be served by current Senate 
members who are aptly qualified 
at keeping tables bused and 
dinner served timely and 
efficiently.     
 
The dessert silent auction was so 
successful and so much fun in 
2010, we are going to have that 
again this year.  Desserts are bid 
in silent auction style and the 
winners share their dessert with 
others at their table.  Win big and 
you will have lots of desserts to 
share.  
 
The Fresno High Jazz band will 
be one of the before dinner 

performers and Mrs. Bangerter, 
Campus Cultural Director, and 
Leadership will benefit from this 
year‘s 50/50 raffle.  Last year, 
$352 was split between the 
winning ticket holder and 
Leadership.  
 
Reservations can be made at 
www.FresnoHighAlumni.com, by 
using the order form in this 
newsletter or by calling Marie 
Campopiano Slater at 559-224-
5241.  The price for dinner is $40 
and if you are a $100 Alumni 
Association member, you have 
one dinner already paid for, make 
sure to mention that when making 
reservations. Make your 
reservations early which will 
confirm a place for dinner as there 
will be no last minute reservations 
accepted.  No tickets will be sold 
at the door of the event.    

(Happy diners from 2010 All 
Alumni Dinner) 

 

FHSYearbooks 
By Jackie Garo Boyajian 

Class of 1960 

The Fresno High Alumni 
Association is often receiving 
requests for yearbooks.  You 
know how it goes – you leave for 
college – the military –get married.  
Just moving away from home it 
seems the yearbook doesn‘t get 
packed up to go with you.   
 
Years later – a big reunion is 
coming up, and you would like to 
take a look at the pictures of your 
classmates.  Then you find out the 
yearbooks are lost, thrown out or 
just no longer around.  It seems 
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the yearbook starts to mean so 
much more the older we get. 
 
Having just had my class‘ 50 year 
reunion, and having worked on all 
the other class reunions, I have 
used and referred to those 
yearbooks more times than I can 
believe.  They have become very 
valuable to me.   
 
So – here‘s what I am asking for 
people to think about.  Please, if 
you have yearbooks that are no 
longer needed by someone who 
attended Fresno High and you 
don‘t know what to do with them, 
please contact myself or someone 
else listed on the Fresno High 
Alumni website – 
www.fresnohighalumni.com – and 
we will collect them and then at 
some time put them up on the 
website for purchase by someone 
else in that class.  Believe me – 
yearbooks are desired by so many 
people that have lost their own 
along the way.    

Ten More Inducted 
into FHS Athletic 

Wall of Champions 
By Dave Brase 

Ten more ex-Warrior athletic 
greats were inducted into the 
Fresno High Athletic Wall of 
Champions on the 6th of October 
at Pardini‘s. Over 210 people 
attended, including 44 present 
Fresno High student-athletes.  
 
Fresno TV personality, and FHS 
alumnus, Kopi Sotiropulos was 
the master of ceremonies. Alumni 
chairman Jack Fowler introduced 
the new Fresno High principal 
Adrian Palazuelos to the gathering 
who confirmed his commitment to 
the work of the Fresno High 
Alumni and the continued spirit of 
the ―Warrior Nation‖. 
 
Ted Wills, Jr., (1951) was and 
FHS pitcher who played for Pete 
Beiden at Fresno State and 6 
years of Major League Baseball 
with the Boston Red Sox. 

Mike Noakes, (1957) played 
varsity baseball and basketball at 
Fresno High. After graduating 
from Cal Berkeley he became the 
most successful high school 
baseball coach in valley history. 
Toby Lawless, (1936) was an all 
around athlete at Fresno High and 
Fresno State in the mid 30‘s 
playing both basketball and 
football and returned to Fresno 
High as a coach. 
John Alstrom, (1960) was a 3 
year starter on the FHS basketball 
team and was on the US 
Volleyball Team at the 1968 
Olympics at Mexico City. 
Rene Polanco, (1982) was an 
early pioneer in the rise of 
women's softball. Rene went on 
from Fresno High to be standout 
player for Fresno State. 
Erwin Ginsburg, (Coach From 
1929 -1955) coached many sports 
at Fresno High and helped the 
school live up to its "School of 
Champions" tradition. 
Jack Erdman, (1966) was an all 
around football, basketball and 
track athlete at FHS and Fresno 
State and had a successful 
coaching and teaching career at 
Clovis High. 
John Hoover, (1980) was a 
Warrior baseball pitcher who went 
on to become an All-American at 
Fresno State and played for the 
US National team. 
Walt Byrd, (1931) was one of 
Fresno High‘s earliest 
exceptionally talented athletes 
who went on to star at Fresno 
State and eventually coached 
against Fresno High for cross-
town rival Roosevelt High. 
Anthony Washington, (1976) 
was a football and track standout 
at Fresno High, played college 
football for both Cal and Fresno 
State and had a pro football 
career with the Pittsburgh Steelers 
and Washington Redskins. 

The Wall of Champions committee 
is presently working on the 
selections for this year‘s Induction 
Dinner that will be held on 
October the 6

th
. Please check the 

Alumni website at 
www.FresnoHighAlumni.com for 

more information and tickets as 
we get closer to that date. 

Les Richter 
By Gary Becker 

On the eve of Super Bowl XLV, 
Les Richter (class of 1948) was 
elected into the National Football 
League Hall of Fame.  Richter, 
who died last June at the age of 
79, played nine years as a 
linebacker with the Los Angeles 
Rams. 

 

After his outstanding football 
career at Fresno High, he went on 
to gridiron success as an integral 
part of Pappy Waldorf‘s California 
Golden Bear‘s teams that won 
three conference championships 
and played in three consecutive 
Rose Bowls. 

In 1952, Richter was selected as 
the number one pick of the now 
defunct New York Yankees, who 
became the Dallas Texans.  
Because Dallas needed players, 
Richter was dealt to the Rams for 
11 players.  

In nine seasons with the Rams, 
Richter played the linebacker 
position with intensity and 
determination.  He played in 112 
games, a Rams record, despite 
suffering multiple injuries 
throughout his career.  Richter will 
be inducted into the Football Hall 
of Fame on August 6, 2011 in 
Canton, Ohio.   

After football, he distinguished 
himself in auto racing by serving 

http://www.fresnohighalumni.com/
http://www.fresnohighalumni.com/


as president of the Riverside 
International Raceway for 21 
years 

TO:   1961 Warriors 
From:   Reunion Committee and 

50/50 Club. 

We have a mystery on our hands. 
Where are YOU? What are YOU 
doing? And How are you doing it?  

OUR 50
th
 Graduation Anniversary 

Celebration is in the planning 
stages.  You are invited, You are 
expected, and YOU are the 
reason we plan to eat, drink and 
be MERRY for the weekend 
September 30 –October 2, 2011.   
We may be golden oldies, but 

we‘ve still got it. Pride, 
enthusiasm, and a desire to make 
one more memory. A Warrior rally, 
a dinner/dance and a breakfast 
are on the schedule.  

Come out of hiding and join the 
fun! 

Can‘t wait to see you!               

Reunion Celebration September 
30 – October 2, 2011 

Help solve the mystery, Come for 
the fun and made a memory!  
Stay away and we will be tempted 
to discuss the unknown 
circumstances of your life without 
your in-put! 

More information e-mail to Tim 
Moore  fhs61@1hotmail.com 
Lend a Hand and give a 
WARRIOR BOOST to the 
celebration activities!  

50/50 Club:  Is an opportunity for 
50 classmates to donate a 
minimum of $50.00 to fund the 
start up expenses of this 
celebration event. We have a few 
50/50 memberships still available.  
Please make checks payable to 
FHS Class of ‗61‘  50 Year 
Reunion and mail them to Bobbi 
Schorling c/o 3673 N. Hulbert, 
Fresno, Ca 93705.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTINUING THIS NEWSLETTER: Membership is the primary support we get which allows us to give back to the students and 

teachers at Fresno High. There is a membership application included in this newsletter.  If you are not interested in becoming a 

member, maybe a donation would be something you would like to do.  Your tax-deductible check made payable to Fresno High 

Alumni Association and mailed to P.O. Box 27516, Fresno, CA 93729 would be greatly appreciated.                

__$5___$10___$25___$50___Other 

 



 


